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to our 2021 Ryan Lee Rice Award Winners 

Congratulations Mrs. Leidl!! 
Forty years ago I began my teaching career in a small school in Slave Lake.  
For eleven years I thought I taught in the best school in Alberta.  Fast forward 
to the last twenty-three years of my teaching career, and I know that I am 
finishing my career at the best school in Alberta.   From the amazing students, 
to the dedicated staff, ÉLUES definitely has been the best place to work.  I 
have truly loved my job, which is part of the reason I put off retiring two years in 
a row.  I will miss the staff at the school who are not just co-workers, but my 
friends.  I will certainly miss the students.  They have made each day of my 
career an amazing experience. In my retirement I plan on taking a bit more 
time for myself; reading more and spending more time in my yard and garden.  
Who knows, you may even see me next year when I come back to sub.   
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Message from the Administration: 
Wow, what an amazing and challenging year at ÉLUES!  The 
administration and staff would like to thank the many who contributed 
to a successful 2020-2021 school year.  Covid did not stop us from 
learning, growing and becoming better! 
In addition to outstanding staff, students and parents that worked so 
hard on making learning fun and rewarding, there were a few other 
highlights that made this a memorable year; 
1) Covid made the year a challenge.  Sanitizing, disinfecting, isolating, 

adjusting and being resilient was necessary.  The staff, students and 
parents were awesome and did not let Covid get us down!  We still 
had celebrations, fun times and lots of amazing learning. 

2) We raised money for a variety of charities $1000 for Terry Fox 
Foundation, $12 000 for Big Brothers & Big Sisters, $1266 for 
Project Hope in Kenya.  Our students continued to think about the 
needs of others and made a difference! 

3) The focus on building students of strong moral character was 
enhanced by anti bullying presentations, in classroom lessons and 
daily acts of kindness in our school. 

4) Our Peer Support team worked so hard to create a safe, caring and 
positive school and playground!  A huge thank you for their daily 
work! 

5) The special events that focused on healthy living and community 
awareness, such as the Healthy Living Fair, Wonderful Wednesday 
and many school wide spirit days. 

6) The continued focus by the ÉLUES Staff to learn how to promote 
student literacy and reading development.  Each staff member was 
dedicated to helping kids read and their growth and improvement has 
been outstanding. 

7) Amazing parents and students that followed health regulations and 
did all they could to keep themselves and others healthy. 

We hope that we never have to face a pandemic again, but if we had to 
there would be no one else that could endure it better than the staff, 
students and parents of ÉLUES.  We wish everyone an amazing summer, 
we hope you all see your families, enjoy some sun and recover from an 
unbelievable year!!  See you in September! 
Mrs. Dykslag & Mrs. Rawlinson 
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The Ryan Lee Rice Memorial Citizenship Award was established in 1986 by Harvey and 
Margaret Rice in memory of their son Ryan, who passed away in September 1985. Ryan 
was a grade 6 student who held the distinction of being the first recipient of the Nelson 
School’s (now École Lacombe Upper Elementary School) Super Kid Award. This award 
later became known as the Perfect Panda Award. 
Each year, a Ryan Lee Rice Memorial Citizenship Award is presented to one individual in 
each classroom who has consistently demonstrated the following characteristics: 

 Exhibits positive interpersonal relationships with peers and adults. 

 Demonstrates a high level of responsibility, dependability and cooperation. 

 Shows genuine consideration for the feelings and property of others. 

 Acts as a positive role model in terms of leadership and participation in both school 
and classroom activities. 

Each recipient's name is engraved on a centrally-located plaque. Recipients also receive a 
personalized certificate and a medallion, which is sponsored by the École Lacombe Upper 
Elementary School Council. 
Congratulations to the recipients of the 2020—2021 Ryan Lee Rice Memorial Citizenship 
Award: 
Millie Bilodeau  Alexa Meyer  Hunter Huseby  Emma Chestney 

Lilly Nicholas  Rylee Wager  Isaac Rogers  Taylor Mathieu 

London Yelland-Kewin Kortana Kelm   Rayah Soosay  Ashley Wilson 

Hadley Walker  Avriee Peavoy  Ace Hale   Sue Butterfield 

Taoin Skinner        

  

Ryan Lee Rice Memorial Citizenship Award 

Congratulations to the following Ryan Lee Rice Memorial Citizenship Award Runners-up: 

Annabelle Burnham, Trail Harke, Hamza Tahir, Mabel Varekamp, Quinn Pobuda, Briley 
Jeffrey, Ryker Bennett, Londyn Jones, Sarah Thompson, Joe Foraie, Khloe DeClerk, 
Zachary Primmer, Parker Taylor, Emma Bullert, Nevaeh Russell, Shaw Warawa, Creed 
Huston, Mary Butterfield, Gavin Siemens, Sophia Lomenda, Wesley Bodnar, Carter 
Branscombe, Mohsin Tahir, Walker Rice, Alexis Jaggard, Liam LaFrance, Jane 
Lamoureux, Mia Bowie, Blake Chalmers, Katie Courser, Hayden Hancock, Tiffany Kisjes, 
Pim Tans, Kenzie Sharpe, Tobias Woelke, Connor Brown, Keith Abarro, Lucy Ward, Dylan 
Campbell, Averi Hoffman, Addison Shaw, Cael Havanka, Chase Wright, Emily Young, 
Sadie Unger, Presley Wyse, Peyton Vanderwekken, Kendal Pimm, Ian Jeffries, Chloe 
Collins, Jaden Flaws, Alexis Perley, Tyree Gopher, Larah Sonido, Hudson Blair, Ava 
Bryan, Emily Thiessen, Mac Warwa, Gracie Cosman, Deagan Campbell, Cam McKinley 
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To Vesta for donating $2400 
for our Basketball Courts!! 

Quality Citizenship Recognition — June 2021 
École Lacombe Upper Elementary School recognizes the value, necessity 
and significance of positive, contributing citizens within our school 
community and society. It is our goal as a school, in conjunction with the 
home, to develop and enhance citizenship qualities and characteristics 
within individuals. This will provide an opportunity for every student in 
École Lacombe Upper Elementary School to work towards realizing 
his/her own personal aspirations while making a positive contribution to 
society as a whole. Students who demonstrate behaviors as delineated in the following criteria 
shall be eligible for the Quality Citizenship Recognition Award. 
 

 Demonstrates positive interpersonal relationships with peers and adults. 

 Demonstrates a consistent high level of responsibility, dependability and cooperation. 

 Demonstrates a high level of consideration for the personal feelings and property of 
others. 

 Demonstrates a positive role model in terms of leadership and participation in both school 
and classroom activities. 

 
This month, the following students were recognized as outstanding citizens and have been 
treated to a certificate for and individual pizza and pop from Boston Pizza: 
Holten Richter  Colin LaPeare  Tristan Duda  Jake Carlson 

  Ethan Patterson  Raven Mago   Liam LaFrance  Emily St-Hilaire 
  Nick Ten Hove  Katie Courser  Trinity Wells  Emily Young 
  Brinley Bos  Maria Whitnack  Emile Midian  Brit Tans 
  Iyla Shaw    
 
Congratulations to these outstanding citizens and also to our Staff of the Month: 
Mrs. Poulin, Mr. Rankin and Miss Rimmer 
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CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Our school raised $12 090.45 
for Big Brothers and Big 

Sisters!!  This is absolutely 
incredible!! 

1st Place Kraay Family Passes ‐ Briley Jeffery ‐ $2050.00 

2nd Place Slip & Slide ‐  Aleah Ahlquist ‐ $405.00 

3rd Place Movie Basket ‐ WyaƩ McAreavy ‐ $400.00 

Briley also won the highest overall fundraiser and picked out a bike at Red’s 
Sports!!!   
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Subway Students of the Month – June 2021 

 Commencing the fourth week of September and ending the last 
week of June, each homeroom teacher will select three or four 
students once a month for this student recognition program. 

 Students for this program will demonstrate academic excellence and/or excellent 
academic effort. 

 Students who are chosen for this program will be called to the office by the 
administration and bring with them the work for which they have been selected.  The 
student will share/discuss the work with the administration. 

 A copy of the student’s work and the student’s picture will be displayed on the Student 
of the Month boards outside the general office for the following month.  The student’s 
name will also be announced. 

 Students will receive a certificate highlighting their accomplishment and they will 
receive a gift coupon from the Student of the Month Sponsor, Subway. 

 The administration will make a Happy Call to each student’s parents/guardian 
congratulating the student  on his/her accomplishment (s). 

Peyton Nowochin 

Logic Laquize 

Izaac Snell 

Wyatt McAreavy 

Parker Taylor 

Zachary Primmer 

Maielle Sydenham 

Magalie Tremblay 

 Dayton Pilger 

Cash Barnes 

Cael Havanka 

Aleah Ahlquist 

Emerson Fauria 

Brinley Bos 

Max Keehn 

Logan Ward 

Lilly Mitchell 

Geneva Neumann 

Tanner Kerner 

Devon Henwood 

Sophie Kardish 
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Phys. Ed.—Mr. Miller and Mr. Richter 
 
Administrative Assistant—Mrs. Broderson 
 
Educational Assistants 
Mrs. Brousseau 
Mrs. Cornish 
Mrs. Cross 
Mrs. Ehr 
Mrs. Kabatoff 
Mrs. Kardish 
Ms. L’Ecluse 
Mrs. Poulin 
Mrs. Wymann-Richter 
 
Librarian—Mrs. Kabatoff 
 
School Social Worker—Mrs. Wojtaczja 
 
School Resource Officer—Constable Wilzer 

École Lacombe Upper Elementary 
will include the following homeroom 
classes/grades for 2020-2021 
school year: 
1 Grade 4 French Immersion 
1 Grade 4/5 French Immersion 
1 Grade 5 French Immersion 
2 Grade 6 French Immersion 
3  Grade 4 English  
3 Grade 5 English  
4 Grade 6 English 
 
Principal—Mrs. Dykslag 
Assistant Principal—Mrs. Rawlinson 
 
French Immersion Homerooms  
Grade 4  Mme Forman 
Grade 4/5  Mme Miller 
Grade 5  Mlle Lebrasseur 
Grade 6 M. Durocher 
Grade 6 Mme Ince 
 
Grade 4 English Homerooms 
Mrs. Nelson     
Mrs. Parsons/Mr. Epp  
Miss Rimmer 
 
Grade 5 English Classes   
Mrs. Freitag 
Mrs. Norris 
Mrs. Wagar 
 
Grade 6 English Classes   
Mrs. Mackay-Hawkins 
Ms. Marshall 
Mr. Rankin 
Mr. Richter 
 
Music—Mr. Epp 
 
Inclusion Coach 
Mrs. Armitage    

Staffing for 2020-21 School Year 

                                  
What wisdom can you 
find that is greater 

than kindness? 
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ÉLUE Staffing Changes… 
Farewell & Best Wishes to: 
 Good luck and best 

wishes to  Mrs. Leidl as 
she retires! 

 Best of luck to Mrs. 
LaFrance as she 
transfers to École 
Lacombe Junior High 
School next year. 

 Best wishes to Mrs. 
McBean as her 
assignment has come to 
and end. 

 

August Office Hours 
École Lacombe Upper Elementary office will be open on 

Monday, August 30, 2021.  Due to FOIP, class placements 
will be available in Parent Portal on                

Monday, August 30th.   

2021-2022 Class placements 
will be available in Parent 

Portal on Monday,                  
August 30th  

School will start for students 
whose last names start with A 
to L on September 1st and M 
to Z on September 2nd. All 

students attend September 3. 
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 Enjoy reading together 

 Go to the Public Library and enjoy the great reading programs 
they have lined up this summer. 

 Listen well to know actors reading books online at Storyline 
online. 

 Log into scholastic.com/summer it’s a great resource for summer 
reading tips and activities. 

 Remember children who don’t read over the summer can lose 
months of their learning by the time they return to school in the 
fall. 

 Children who read over the summer and read a minimum of six 
books score higher in reading and math when they return to 
school. 

Read, Read, Read, Read this summer, your brain will love you for it. 

Have a wonderful book filled summer! 
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SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER!! 

The staff of École Lacombe Upper 
Elementary wish you all a very safe 

and enjoyable summer holiday! 


